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himself at the feet of the archbishop, imputing to his prayers the favours
which he had received from God, and entreating him to pray for his salvation,
as he had done for his success. Then they entertained themselves about the
means of restoring religion,

Theodosius soon followed St Ambrose to Milan, who was gone the
day before; but the prince refrained some time from the holy communion
because he had been stained with blood, though shed in a just and necessary
war* In the meantime he studied by compunction to purify his soul, and
was assaulted by a mortal dropsy which the fatigues of his expedition and
the severity of winter had brought on him* He sent for his children to
Milan, and would receive them in the church on the day on which he
received the communion the first time after his wars. He gave his two
sons excellent instructions how to govern well, then turning to St Ambrose
he said, " These are the truths which you have taught me, and which I
myself have experienced. It is your part to make them descend in my
family, and to instruct, according to your custom, these young emperors
whom I leave to you.*' The archbishop answered that he hoped God
would give to the children a teachable heart and easy temper, which he
had given the father. He granted and confirmed by law a general amnesty
and pardon to all rebels who were returned to their duty, by which they
were re-established in their estates and dignities. He discharged the people
of the augmentations of tribute, desiring that his subjects might enjoy the
advantage of a victory to which they had contributed by their prayers and
labours. Nothing could be more pathetic than his last exhortations to those
senators who still remained idolaters, that they would embrace the faith of
Christ, in which he declared it to have been his greatest desire to make
all his subjects faithful servants of Jesus Christ. He gave much of his
time to his devotions and to pious conversation with St Ambrose, in whose
arms he expired on the I7th of January, in the year 395, of his age the
fiftieth. St Ambrose preached his funeral sermon on the fortieth day after his
death, and his body was conveyed to Constantinople, and everywhere received
with honours which rather resembled triumphs than funeral solemnities.

In the year 395 St Ambrose discovered the bodies of the holy martyrs
Nazarius and Celus in a garden near Milan, and translated them into the
basilica of the apostles, near the Roman gate. Their blood was gathered
up with plaster and linen; and this was distributed to others as a
precious relic.1 A person possessed with a devil was delivered by
St Ambrose at these relics, before which the devil tormented him till
the saint bade him hold his peace* One who had counterfeited grants for
the office of a tribune, the saint delivered to Satan; and even before the
bishop had done speaking, the unclean spirit seized on him and began to

1 Fanlin. in vit, Ambros. n. 32 ; St Aug. Ep. 31, et Ep. 7, alias Ep. 46; St Patiliu. Natfcl 95
St Gaudent, Serm. 17, p. 90; Bibl. Patr. Eanod. Carm. *8.